For Immediate Release 

Egypt Executes 3 Political Prisoners 

(Beirut, February 7, 2019) – Egyptian authorities on February 7, 2019 are believed to have executed three men accused of killing a judge’s son one year after they were sentenced to death. The men’s confessions were extracted under torture, one of the defendants alleged in a leaked letter to Freedom Seekers, a group of human rights lawyers and activists. The letter indicates that the men were tortured by electric shock and beatings in detention. 

The three men, Ahmed Maher Hindawi and Almotaz Ghanem, both university students, and Abdel Hamid Metwalli, the owner of a computer shop, were known Muslim Brotherhood members from the city of Mansoura. A London-based human rights defender reported that an Alexandria morgue informed the families of their relatives’ deaths after they had already been executed by hanging, saying that the bodies were ready for burial.

Human Rights Watch opposes the death penalty in all circumstances because of its inherent cruelty. 

The following quote can be attributed to Michael Page, deputy Middle East and North Africa director at Human Rights Watch:

“Egypt’s government committed a glaring injustice by executing three men who apparently gave ‘confessions’ extracted through electric shock and other torture. The government should immediately impose a moratorium on executions, which magnify the cruelty of unfair trials.” 

For more Human Rights Watch reporting on Egypt, please visit: 
https://www.hrw.org/middle-east/n-africa/egypt 
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